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in absence of a census, impossible to estimate with full ac-
curacy; but the compiler suggests one hundred thousand as
a fair estimate of the Orthodox in the see, including three
thousand in Khartum. Of this total number about one-
tenth are Arabic-speaking Syrians, the rest being of Hel-
lenic origin.1 The Episcopal sees are eight, five of which
had bishops in 1908. The list of towns or villages where
churches exist shows a total of thirty-three. In fourteen
of these there are schools. At the patriarchate in the city
of Alexandria there is a printing-press, from which are
issued two theological periodicals, one monthly and one
weekly. The former is called 'EiK/ckTja-iacrTttcds <^apo9.
Since 1875 the election to the throne of Jerusalem fol-
lows, theoretically at least, a fixed order of procedure.2
Before this date much irregularity prevailed. From the
time of the Patriarch Theophanes (1608-1641) up to 1843,
the Patriarchs of Jerusalem were non-resident, occupying a
palace in the Phanar, on the Golden Horn, at Constantinople.
It became the custom for each patriarch to designate a suc-
cessor during his active lifetime, subject to the approval of
that powerful organization, the Brotherhood of the Holy
Sepulchre—of which he was president, and whose head-
quarters were then at Constantinople—and apparently
without reference to the Holy Synod of Jerusalem as such,
whose canonical rights were thus passed over. The Ecu-
menical patriarch had no part in the election, but through
him the Porte transmitted the firman confirming each new
patriarch. This state of affairs lasted till the death of the
Patriarch Athanasius, in 1843, which was followed by a
bitter ecclesiastical dispute, involving the retirement of the
appointed successor, and resulting "in the election of one
1 The native Egyptian church is the Coptic, with a patriarch resident
at Cairo. The Greek Catholic (United Greek) community of Egypt is
under the charge of a patriarch, resident at Damascus, who since 1838
has borne the triple title of Patriarch of Antioch, Alexandria, and
Jerusalem. Occasionally he resides in Egypt.
^ 2 It is one of the complaints of the native Syrians to-day that their
rights of representation at the patriarchal election, recognized in 1875,
are practically ignored. Compare with note to page 70."

